T H E N AT IO NAL & H AR ROW B Y S C H O O L S

Newsletter
Happy New Year to you all

January 2022

Dear parents and carers,
Happy New Year to you all! What a great start to the term with our attendance at both
schools being about 90%. We aim for 97% attendance, but in our present pandemic 90% is
doing very well. We thank you for your continuing vigilance. At both schools we have enhanced precautions in place and we continue to closely monitor this. If your child does
need to isolate but is well enough to work, please speak to Kerry (at Harrowby) or Mrs
Thompson (at the National) and work will be arranged.
Pupils isolating due to a positive test can now return to school on day 7 so long as their day 6 and 7 lateral flow
test is negative. This is very welcome news, with children missing too much school over the last two years.
A reminder to all parents / carers of the National school that Castlegate will be closed from Saturday 8th January until April. For further details please see the bulletin dated Friday 10th December (on our websites) or visit
https://www.granthamjournal.co.uk/news/traffic-restrictions-planned-for-town-centre-street-9229745/
Year 6 children had an e-safety day on Wednesday with specialist sessions provided by Lincolnshire County
Council. They were given lots of good advice. The main thread to come out of the training was that there
should be a culture of openness and honesty regarding internet use. We encourage this at school and as parents and carers you will at home too. I have shared this link with you before but just after Christmas with lots
of new devices in homes, I am sharing it again. The NSPCC have excellent information for parents and carers
to keep their children safe online at: https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
This newsletter has lots of information about your child’s curriculum over the coming two terms. Knowledge
organisers can be found on both of the school websites if you would like more detail. The knowledge organisers show key questions, knowledge and vocabulary which is taught. At both schools we monitor the teaching
and learning with pre and post teaching activities. At both schools, we aim to instill a love of learning in all our
children and the knowledge organisers will help to keep you informed and also to support your child’s learning.
Next week there are optional parents’ consultation phone calls for year 1 - 6. If you require a phone call to
discuss your child’s term 2 report please ring the school offices to book an appointment.
We have talked at school about New Year’s resolutions and I wonder how many resolutions have already fallen by the way. Considering ways to improve yourself is never a bad thing to do - so good luck to those of you
who have made a resolution regardless of how long it lasts!
Peace be with you,
Mrs Comerford

Staff

We would like to take this opportunity in welcoming Miss Thackray as our new year 5 teacher, we wish her every success here
at the National school.

Ideal Meals

Uniform Suppliers

PLEASE NOTE: the deadline for online ordering for parents
is every Sunday at midnight.

To order your school uniform please visit the
Nationwide school uniform website:
www.nationawideschooluniforms.co.uk

National School Contact Details
Please see below contact information for the school:
General Enquiries: 01476 563895
nationalinfo@thnatrust.org.uk
Childcare Club: nationalchildcare@thnatrust.org.uk
School Website: www.nationaljunior.co.uk

Message from our Sports Co-ordinator Mrs Murphy
Wow! What an exciting start to our sporting year we had last term! I’m so happy that we have been able to start taking part in competitions and festivals again and look forward to this continuing in 2022.
At the start of Term 2 we took our mixed football team to the local tournament where all of our players showed fantastic teamwork and determination. Unfortunately we didn’t reach the final but all of our players should be proud of
their performance and the way in which they represented our school.
A group of Year 3 and 4 children attended the Rugby Festival in November and thoroughly enjoyed their day. They
participated in a number of activities and learnt a lot of new skills.
At the start of December a group of Year 6’s went to the Cheerleading Festival which they thoroughly enjoyed. They
learnt a routine, how to cheer and some stunt work.
If your child has represented the school at any of these events and has borrowed school kit, please can you ensure
that it has been washed and returned to school as soon as possible.
Alongside these events our Bronze Young Ambassadors have attended a training session and have been actively
involved in launching the Ben Smith 401 Mission in school. They will continue encouraging the school to be as active as possible so we can complete the challenge by the summer term.
PE days and uniform expectations:
Children are expected to come to school in the correct PE kit on their scheduled PE day. Children should wear a
plain t-shirt in their house colour, black/navy shorts or joggers and a black/navy sweatshirt or hooded top. PE will be
both indoor and outdoor so please ensure your child has the correct clothing for all weather conditions. Please also
provide your child with a spare pair of shoes and a carrier bag as it can be very muddy at Green Lawns and we do
not want to bring this back into school.
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

Year 4
Year 5
Year 3
Year 6

We are all looking forward to taking part in many more events this term such as Netball, Athletics, Gymnastics and
the Swimarathon. I look forward to updating you with how well our children have done.

Child Care Club
Happy New Year to all our users.
We operate on a flexible basis. Once registered, you are able to use the facility to suit your needs.
For staffing purposes we require at least 24 hours’ notice of your child’s attendance at Club. Equally, we ask you
to advise us at least 24 hours in advance of any changes to previously advised dates.
Booking and payment is made via Parentmail. If you wish to have access to the booking system please notify Mrs
Thompson in the school office who will be able to assist you.
You will be able to book for the following sessions:
7.30 - 8.50 am £4.50
7.50 - 8.50 am £4.00

3.30 - 4.00 pm £2.00
3.30 - 4.30 pm £4.00
4.30 – 5.00 pm £2.00
4.30 – 5.30 pm £4.00

3.30 - 5.00 pm £6.00
3.30 - 5.30 pm £8.00

To let us know of any changes our email address for this is nationalchildcare@thnatrust.org.uk. Alternatively, use
the school phone number 01476 563895. We are happy to help in emergencies - email us or ring school if it is at
short notice.
We offer a range of games, sporting activities and crafts. We occasionally have a film night. We cook, build dens
and many other things.
Thank you for your support, especially if you completed Travel To Tokyo Parent surveys. We have been
awarded another £100 Amazon voucher thanks to your efforts, and those of the children in school being active.
We have signed up to the Bound for Beijing scheme. We have had children slalom ‘skiing’ on
the playground tonight. I will be logging that activity on the website shortly.
Ms Page
Senior CCC Supervisor

Attendance Matters
As always, The National & Harrowby Schools promote good attendance and ask that you inform
us at your earliest convenience of any absence.
As a polite reminder please see below our school procedures.
Our attendance Policy does require parents/carers to contact us on every day that their child is absent: this is for
safe-guarding purposes and helps us avoid having to use an 'unauthorised absence' code on the registers as all
absences that are not explained are automatically 'unauthorised'. It is also particularly important that you contact
us if your child has been off for a period of time, and you have previously indicated that your child is likely to return
on this day.

The options available to report a child absence are:
· You can phone the National school on 01476 563895 and choose Option 1 to leave us a message / or Harrowby Infants on 01476 564417
· You can use the absence reporting function within Parent Mail.

Should you wish to discuss your child's absence, or have any queries please contact Mrs.
Thompson at the National School or Mrs. Whotton at Harrowby Infants.

from Harrowby Infant School

Key dates:
Tuesday 4 January 2022
Thursday 6 January 2022
Wednesday 12 January 2022

Boxercise Afterschool starts
Football Afterschool starts
One Touch Soccer (paid club) starts

PE Days:
EYFS: Tuesday and Thursday
KS1:
Monday and Thursday

Bright Ideas
The topic for the whole school this term is called “Bright Ideas”.
Throughout the school we will be focusing on solving problems and inventions that have been created to solve these problems.
In Fox Class they will look at designing things to help Fairytale characters - for example building a bridge to help the gingerbread Man across some water or designing and making a new house for one of the Three Little Pigs.
In Hedgehog Class they will look at how inventions have changed from the past and how today's technology is very different
from what it used to be. There will be rocket designing and building, instructional writing and the making of mechanisms.
We're looking forward to seeing what 'Bright Ideas' the children can come up with!

Childcare Club
We offer wrap around care within our Childcare Club facility.
We are open 7.30am – 8.45am and 3pm – 5.30pm.
Breakfast is available between 7.30am – 7.50am and the children are provided with a
drink and a snack in the afternoon.
There are lots of toys for the children to play with and arts and crafts to get involved in
too.
Booking is done via the Parentmail App.

School Admissions 2022 - Reminder
A reminder that School Admissions for Reception age children closes on 15 January 2022.
Apply via: www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/schooladmissions
We welcome all prospective parents for a tour of the school. Please contact the School Office (01476
564417) to book your visit on a day that suits you. Children are welcome!
Year 2 parents please be reminded that you need to apply for a school place at The National School by
15 January 2022.
If you would like a tour of the school or wish to take your child for a look around please feel free to contact the School Office (01476 563895) to book.

Year 3 January 2022
We have had a great start to the academic year, settling into new routines and
expectations and enjoying the year 3 curriculum. We have enjoyed learning about the Stone Age which leads
chronologically into the Iron Age and then the Romans, our topic for terms 3 and 4.
We will be holding a Roman day towards the end of term 4, where the children and staff are given the opportunity
to dress up as a Roman for the day. There will be more details to follow, but it is always good to get advanced notice when a costume may be required!

PE, Homework, Spellings Times Tables and Reading
PE day for all year 3 is still on Wednesday. Please be aware that we will still be going outside to have our PE lessons as much as we can, so please send your child to school with spare shoes as Greenlawns can get muddy.
Also please send an extra layer of clothing which PE can be carried out in easily. Thick heavy school coats are
not suitable to wear for PE lessons.

The children are enjoying Accelerated Reader in school and like to quiz the books they have read. Please continue
to listen to your child read at home as it is essential for their development and understanding.
Spellings are still given out on a Monday, practised in school daily and tested on Friday. Please ensure your child
also practises these at home on Spelling Shed during the week.
Children are encouraged to practise their times tables at home too please. They should know their 2, 5 and 10
times tables fluently. We will be working on 3, 4 and 8’s this term. There are practise games on Maths Shed.
Homework will be set for English and Maths on a Friday for the following Friday. The homework set is designed to
be 10 minutes each. All year groups at the National School are asked to complete the same amount of homework, so it is good practise to start this in year 3 and be consistent with completing it and bringing it into school.
Topics this term
Science: rocks and forces
Humanities: The Romans
RE: Christianity
Design: Castle Building
Art:
PSHE: Being Me in My World
Computing: Networks and Video trailers

English: We will be reading and writing a selection of fiction and non-fiction texts
Maths: Multiplication and Division

Thank you in advance for your support over the coming year with your child’s education.
Mrs Walker and the Year 3 Team.

Year 4 Spring
Term

Welcome back after the Christmas break. We have an exciting curriculum get us
back into the swing of learning.
Here’s a rundown of the curriculum we will be covering from January until Easter.
English: Explanation, poetry, discussion and narrative writing. We will continue to use our

collaborative reading system called PALS (Peer Assisted Learning Strategies) but with a fresh
and exciting books in. Teachers will also have a new class novel for the new term.
Maths: Multiplication & division, area, fractions and decimals
Humanities: Rivers
Science: States of matter including the water cycle
PSHE: Dreams and goals, a healthy me
Computing: Coding with Scratch
Art: Prehistorical art
PE: Dodgeball, gymnastics swimming and tag rugby.

We are working towards the ‘Multiplication Times-table Check’ in June in which all
children will need to work out any times table between 2 and 12 within six seconds. Please practise with your child at home as this will help with their fluency
and success in this important skill.

Mr Grimwood (Year Group Leader)

Year 5 Spring Term
Welcome back Year 5 pupils and parents. I hope you had a
relaxing festive break and are ready to embrace the new
challenges of Spring Term!

Year 5 have had a fantastic start to the year, learning about the Tudor lifestyle from the experts! We are excited for this terms topic which is based on the Science topic Earth and Space- we have got lots of exciting experiences and lessons planned! As well as covering the Earth and Space topic in Science, we will be creating our
own dances during PE sessions based on space, computing lessons based on the Mars Rover, producing
some amazing Space Art and space creations in D.T. We have an exciting visit from the Auriga Dome, a mobile Planetarium, on Monday 24th January. The Dome is set up in the hall, and inside, the children learn about
planets, the moon and constellations, and have an opportunity to have all of their deep thinking questions about
Space answered.
In Maths, our next three units are ‘Unit 6 area and perimeter’, ‘Unit 7 multiplication and division’ and ‘Unit 8
Fractions’. In English, we will be continuing our IPEELL process starting off the term with explanation texts. In
Humanities, we will be learning about the Mayan civilisations. The Mayan, or Maya, people made their home in
an area known as Mesoamerica (modern day Mexico and Central America). We are very excited to start this
topic! Our PSHE topics over this term are ‘dreams and goals’ in term 3 and ‘healthy me’ in term 4. In RE, we
are learning about Hinduism and Islam. Our French topics for this term are ‘food glorious food’ and ‘family and
friends’.
We also have our PGL trip in term 4, 21st March – 23rd March , which is an exciting opportunity to take part in.
I thank you in advance for your support over the coming year with your child’s education. Please continue to
help with reading, spelling practise and times table rehearsal. We will be continuing to work with the children to
help them achieve their multiplication badges, continual work on this will help support them. Please ensure your
child is reading regularly at home either independently or with an adult, ready to quiz in school.
Miss H Puckey (Year Group Lead)

5HP – Miss H Puckey – Year Group Lead
5TT – Mrs T Thomas – Deputy Head
5RP – Miss S Thackray
Support staff – Mrs L Goswell, Ms L Page, Mrs K Chambers,
Mrs D Dammes, Mrs V Kirton

This year, Year 5 will have PE/Games and homework on the following days:

I would like to remind you that the children will need to
have their coloured T-shirt, jogging bottoms/shorts, a long
sleeved jacket/top and trainers for PE. Half of the term
will be at Greenlawns, please bring spare shoes and a
plastic bag for after the sessions – it gets very muddy. All
named please – you will be surprised at how much kit is
lost, and spare kit is limited.
Children are required to complete 2 hours of PE a week,
and if they do not have their kit, this is unachievable.

Thank you.

PE – Tuesday afternoons.
Maths homework – given out on a Friday, to be
given in on the Friday
English homework - given out on a Friday, to
be given in on the Friday
Spellings – given out on a Monday, set on
Spelling Shed on a Friday
Spelling test – Friday
Homework:
All Year 5 children can attend a homework club on
a Thursday lunchtime. Here they can complete
their homework books, with support from Year 5
teachers, and practice their spellings. The children
will also practice their spellings during English lessons.

Welcome back Year 6 pupils and parents. I hope you had a relaxing festive break
and are ready to embrace the new challenges of Spring Term!
This term we are looking forward to learning about the WW2 topic and we will enjoy linking this topic
across our curriculum this term. I know many children have already spoken about family members who
have had some involvement in WW2 that they remember- how wonderful to remember their acts.
We are planning an experience to bring this important topic to life for the children – further information to
follow!
In our Science lessons we will be covering the ‘Living things and their
Habitats’ topic and looking at the classification systems and life processes and reproductive systems.
We are working hard on reading comprehension skills this term across the year group, so when you listen to your child read at home, could you please ask questions about what they have read, to ensure understanding primarily, but also meanings of words, uses of punctuation, why the author uses a particular
word, predicting and “reading between the lines”. These are skills we will be teaching, so consolidation
from you at home would benefit your child immensely. We also look to consolidate our
times tables so that we can recall them at speed – please continue to practise pinpoint
maths at home regularly.
Games will continue to be on a Thursday this term, we remind you that children need to
wear appropriate house colour t-shirts and warm navy/ black leggings/ tracksuit bottoms/
hoodie, with suitable footwear for either indoor PE or Greenlawns.
Homework will continue to be handed out on a Friday each week and spellings will also be accessible on
spelling shed weekly.
I thank you in advance for your support over the coming year with your child’s education.
Mrs V Scatchard

Term Dates
Term 4

Tuesday 4th January 2022 - Friday 11th February 2022
Monday 21st February 2022 - Thursday 31st March 2022

Term 5

Wednesday 20th April 2022 - Friday 27th May 2022

Term 6

Monday 6th June 2022 - Friday 22nd July

Term 3

Vacancies
Mid-Day Supervisor Vacancies
We currently have vacancies for two mid-day supervisors at the National School. These positions are for term
time only and are Monday to Friday from 12.00 pm until 1.30 pm.
For further information then visit our school website or contact Mrs Thompson at the school office who will be
happy to assist.

Uniform’d

We are pleased to inform our parents that we have signed up to an online second-hand uniform shop called
Unifrom'd.
With Uniform’d, parents can rest easy, knowing that they can access affordable uniform year-round while the
school can efficiently sell donated second-hand uniform, raising essential funds for our own initiatives.
We wanted to take the financial burden off parents by creating a way to easily access affordable used school
uniform, with all sale proceeds going straight back into the school.
Parents simply browse for what they need, purchase and receive their pickup information – no sign up required, no banks broken. Don't forget that if you have any used uniform in good condition then you can donate this to school and this is turn helps other parents, the school and also the environment!
Please click on the link tor copy into your browser to view our second hand uniform:

https://app.uniformd.co.uk/items/97

