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Dear parents and carers,
A very warm welcome to the new school year and to our new style Newsletter. Newsletters are sent out at
the beginning of every big term, (Autumn, Spring and Summer) and at the end of the academic year. For
the first time, Harrowby and National Schools’s newsletters are together. The weekly bulletin will also be
across both schools. This is to improve communication between the schools but also to aid with transition
between Harrowby and the National schools. It is hoped that by the time the children are moving up to the
National, you and your child will already know a lot about the National.
Most of you will have met or seen me, as I am available on the front playground at the National school
most mornings and afternoons. I am based at Harrowby on Tuesday mornings and Thursday afternoons please come and say hello. I am very pleased to say that the children are settling in very well to the new routines in their classrooms and the school.
With the lifting of many restrictions, things are starting to feel more normal. All staff still have the opportunity to test twice a
week. We still have additional levels of hygiene in place with additional hand washing and cleaning. We no longer have bubbles, however due to the numbers at the National, we have not yet returned to whole school worship in the hall. The children
are now playing with children from one other year group and eating their lunches in the hall. We have returned to a canteen
service rather than the ‘waitress’ service provided for the last year.
As you requested, we have continued with the staggered starts at the National School and that is running very well now. As a
reminder:
Year group
3

4

5

6

Time

Location

Drop off: 8.35 - 8.45am

Front playground

Pick up: 3.15pm

(please wait on the pavement across the road or in the
church yard).

Drop off: 8.35 - 8.45am

Back playground playground

Pick up: 3.15pm

(please wait in the church yard).

Drop off: 8.50 - 9 am

Front playground

Pick up: 3.30pm

(please wait on the pavement across the road or in the
church yard).

Drop off: 8.50 - 9 am

Back playground playground

Pick up: 3.30pm

(please wait in the church yard).

Many of you will have noticed the many school improvements, which have happened either just before or during the summer
holidays. The site staff and our IT manager have been working exceptionally hard and we send them our sincere thanks. The
new climbing frame continues to delight the children at Harrowby. This week, the National children have been taught how to
use the new playground markings, which will make learning and play times more fun. Inside the schools we have: new fire
doors in some corridors of the National, a new library in progress at Harrowby, new blinds in the year 6 block, new classroom
computers across both schools, many refreshed/decorated rooms across both schools - the list goes on and on!
I will end here as I am aware that there is a lot of information to take on board at this time of year. Please do not be afraid to
ask if you have any questions - communication is two way and we value your input.

Peace be with you
Mrs Comerford

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE
Here at the National /Harrowby Academies trust we are committed to providing a creative and very
rewarding education for all pupils and sincerely believe that full attendance is the key to a successful
school achievement (as Government research shows) we will do as much as we can to support all
children and families achieve maximum possible attendance and deal as quickly as possible with any
problems affecting attendance. In accordance with our school policy we will provide you with information throughout the academic year about your child's attendance.
To improve attendance we have to work together. If something is stopping your child coming to school, please come and talk to us about it.
The Harrowby / National Academies Trust is determined to make attendance and achievement a high priority. We are sure you will help us
with this.
It is expected that children arrive on time. Please notify the office is your child is going to be late for any reason and ensure that ALL children
arriving late register at the school office. Continual lateness will result in parents being called for a meeting to discuss the situation and the
attendance policy followed.
To report an absence or lateness you can phone the school on 01476 563895 and speak with our Attendance officer Mrs Thompson, alternatively call before office hours and choose Option 1 to leave us a message. You can also use the absence reporting function within ParentMail.

Thank you
Mrs Thompson

Reading is our Thing!
We cannot stress enough the importance of reading at home and not just when your children were younger. There are many benefits for all age groups, which include:
1. Children who read often get better at it. After all, practise makes perfect in almost everything humans do and reading is no exception.
2. Reading exercises our brain. Reading is a much more complex task for the human brain rather than watching TV, for example.
Reading strengthens and builds NEW connections.
3. Reading improves concentration. Children have to sit still and quietly so that they can focus on the story/book when they are
reading. If they read often, they will develop the skill to do this for longer.
4. Reading teaches children about the world around them. Through reading a variety of books children learn about people, places
and events outside of their own experience.
5. Reading improves vocabulary and language skills. Children learn new words as they read. Subconsciously, they absorb information on how to structure sentences and how to use words and other language features effectively in their writing and speaking.
6. Reading develops a child's imagination. As we read our brains translate the descriptions we read of people, places and things into
pictures. While we are engaged in a story we are also imagining how a character is feeling.
7. Reading helps children to develop empathy. As children develop they begin to imagine how they would feel in that situation.
8. Reading is fun. A book or an e-reader doesn't take up much space and is light to carry. You take it anywhere so you can never be
bored if you have a book in your bag. You can even listen to a book whilst walking to school!
9. Reading is a great way to spend time together. Reading together and visiting the library are just some ways of spending time
together.
10. Children who read have more opportunities to fulfil their potential. Reading promotes achievement in all subjects, not just English.
READING IS POWER! READ UP, SPEAK UP, CHANGE THE WORLD!

What to do if you have concerns

On occasion, you may have concerns or queries regarding the education of your child, if so please contact the
school to make an appointment.
If after talking to the class teacher, you still have concerns, contact the school to make an appointment with
the year group leads (Mrs Walker Y3, Mr Grimwood Y4, Miss Puckey Y5 or Mrs Scatchard Y6) or a member of
the leadership team (Mrs Jenkins (Assistant Headteacher and SENDCO), ) Mrs Thomas (Deputy Headteacher.

If after this contact you still have queries or concerns you may write to the Executive Headteacher Mrs Angela
Comerford with a formal complaint which will be acknowledged in writing within 5 working days and a further
contact organised within 10 working days followed by a written response within 15 days. If after this you still
have concerns you may write to the clerk of trustees care of the school and the trustees will investigate your concerns.
It is important that your concerns are immediately brought to the schools attention as it is only by working together that we can provide the best possible education for your children. The complaints policy is on our website
if you need further details.

Applying for Free School Meals
We want to make sure that we are providing your child with the best education and support we can. Healthy school food
has obvious health benefits and can help pupils establish healthy habits for life. Healthy school food can also help to improve pupils’ readiness to learn.
Families who receive certain benefits may be eligible for free school meals. Your child is eligible for free school meals if
you’re in receipt of one of the following benefits:
•

Universal Credit with an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400.

•

Income Support

•

Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance

•

Income-related Employment and Support Allowance

•

Support under Part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

•

The guarantee element of Pension Credit

•

Working Tax Credit run-on (paid for the four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit)

•

Child Tax Credit (with no Working Tax Credit) with an annual income of no more than £16,190

Registering for free meals could also raise an extra money for our school to fund valuable support like extra tuition, additional teaching staff or after school activities. This additional money is available from central government for every child
whose parent is receiving one of the benefits listed above.
To check if your child is eligible, we need information about you and your child. Please apply online at
https://lcc.cloud.servelec-synergy.com/parentportal (please copy and paste link into the address bar).

Childcare Club
A very warm welcome to all our children, both new and returning members.
It is lovely to see you and we are really looking forward to making the
Community Room our own. While we get into the swing of things, we have
planned a relaxing, find your way round and getting to know everyone sort
of week. The photograph shows two of our new members tackling one of our new jigsaw
puzzles together - great teamwork!
A HUGE thank you to everyone who completed a Travel to Tokyo Survey.There were
enough replies for CCC to qualify for a reward of a £100 Amazon voucher. We are absolutely delighted! The children are completing wish lists to help us decide what to spend it
on, as well as contributing to planning activities for the term - our planning is child led in
line with Ofsted guidelines.

If you need help with funding for your childcare please have a look at
https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk
If you have any queries about childcare club, or any problems, please don’t hesitate to
contact us via email at: nationalchildcare@thnatrust.org.uk
Our opening hours are 07:30 - 08:50 (07:30 - 07:50 includes
breakfast) and 15:30 - 17:30 (including a snack and drinks). We
charge by the half hour. See the school website for details and enrolment forms.
Ms Page
Senior CCC Supervisor

Jeans for Jeans Day
17th September 2021

Children are encouraged to come to school wearing their jeans (or other denim bottoms) with
normal school uniform on the top for a £1 donation to the charity.

NUT FREE ZONE
Please remember we are a NUT FREE SCHOOL.
Do not add any items containing nuts or that state they may contain
nuts to school lunchboxes.
Any items found will be confiscated.
Please help to keep our community safe.

Mobile Phones in School
In accordance with our mobile phone policy, if your child is bringing in a mobile phone to school on a regular basis please
could you request a form to give your permission for your child to do this and remind them of our school policy:
· On arriving in the classroom your child needs to hand their phone to the class teacher. All phones will be stored in a secure place.
· The school bears no responsibility for the loss or damage to a mobile phone.
· Your child’s phone should be clearly named and switched off before handing in. Un-named phones will need to be collected by an adult.
· Should your child be found using their phone inappropriately, the school reserves the right to withdraw this privilege
and they will no longer be able to bring their phone into school.

Our Christian Distinctiveness
At Harrowby Infants Church of England School and The National Junior Church of
England School, we value every individual with their own distinctive characters, gifts
and abilities.
Our Schools are rooted in the Christian Faith, celebrating that we are nourished by God
in order to grow together, drawing on His strength to live out our Christian Values so
that we can reach out to others in the community. We are forward thinking.
We are all unique and together with God we want to be the best that we can be. Our
motto of “Aim High Believe, Fly High Achieve” is based on a verse in Isaiah 40 v 31
which speaks of soaring, succeeding, having trust and strength.
We hope that all who enter our school grow emotionally, mentally, physically and spiritually and are more importantly, empowered to make a positive contribution to not
only their own lives but the lives of others – to be agents of change.
Theresa Thomas Deputy Head Teacher

PE News!
Welcome back everyone! I hope you have all enjoyed a lovely summer holiday and are ready for the new school
year. We are keeping our fingers crossed that this year we will be able to return to further normality and hopefully
compete in some sporting events. I will keep you updated as I receive information on any competitions that are
scheduled to take place.
PE days and uniform expectations
Children are expected to come to school in the correct PE kit on their scheduled PE day. Children should wear a
plain t-shirt in their house colour, black/navy shorts or joggers and a black/navy sweatshirt or hooded top. PE will
be both indoor and outdoor so please ensure your child has the correct clothing for all weather conditions.Please
also provide your child with a spare pair of shoes and a carrier bag as it can be very muddy at Green Lawns and we
do not want to bring this back into school.
Monday - Year 4
Tuesday - Year 5
Wednesday - Year 3
Thursday - Year 6
Clubs
You will have received a parentmail regarding the One Touch Football Club which will take place on Monday’s after
school. Please use this link for further information and to book your child a place
https://onetouchfootball.co.uk/after-school-clubs/

We are in the process of scheduling in further after school sports clubs and hope to provide you with more information on these in the coming weeks
Front Playground
We hope you all like the colourful improvements that have been made to the front playground. Children, we are
looking forward to seeing you enjoy them on your break times.

HARROWBY INFANTS
Diary Dates:
Basketball KS1 starts: 7 Sept 21
Rugby starts KS1: 9 Sept 21
Jeans for Genes Day: 17 Sept 21 (wear denim donate £1)
Incredible Me!
Welcome to Term 1 at Harrowby Infants!
It has been wonderful to see all the children return to school or join us for the start of their journey into education.
The Fox cubs, Foxes and Hedgehogs have started to explore their environment, get to know their staff and start their
learning on our topic, “Incredible Me!”
As part of the topic Hedgehogs will be looking at the human body and naming body parts, and have already made a
fantastic start by making skeletons in groups. Maths this term is all about counting to 10 or 100. In English they are
looking at stories in familiar settings and have started work on the story Whatever Next! By Jill Murphy.
New for the school and the children is our new Phonics Scheme—Little Wandle revised Letters and Sounds. Foxes and
Hedgehogs will be starting their phonics on Monday. We will be adding some information sheets and videos to the
school website to explain the scheme and the progression that the children will be following. Reading books are linked
to the scheme and will be sent home as per the guidance, so look out for them in book bags over the next few weeks.

Our Foxes have been enjoying the sunshine and making new friends during their transition week. The children had a
walk to the park and have been busy exploring the different areas of the EYFS setting.

Welcome to Year 3 2021 – Term 1
We have had a great start to the year and it has been lovely to start to get to know the children over the past
week. Lots of fun has been had and new friendships have already formed! It has been a pleasure to be part of the
beginning of their journey at The National School. Be proud of how your children have risen to this challenge –
with huge smiles on their faces and enthusiasm.
The Year 3 team
3CW – Mrs Walker - Year group Lead

3TC – Mrs Cox

3GP – Miss Potter

Miss Osborne, Mrs Chambers, Mrs Nettleton, Miss Dibble all support in Year 3 too.
Parent information sessions
Thank you to those who watched our parent information presentation that we did in the summer term. If you didn’t watch this then it is
still available on the National School website in the New to Year 3 section under the parent heading.
PE, Homework, Spellings and reading
PE day for all year 3 is on Wednesday. Children come to school in their PE kit on Wednesdays. Please be aware that the children will be
doing outdoor PE so need trainers for use on the field and also long PE trousers and long sleeves. It is advisable on these days to bring
spare shoes to change into (alternative trainers or school shoes is fine – the field can be muddy!)
th

Reading books will be given out on Friday 17 of September. New book bags will be sent home as soon as the children have their new
book level assessed. We aim to nurture a love of reading in all the children, daily reading at home is essential. All children will be using
Accelerated Reader, which is a web based tool, helping us to ensure the children are reading at the correct level and understanding what
they read. You will receive some Parent Information with the reading book and book bag.
th

Spellings will be given out on Monday 13 September. We will be following an IT based programme called Spelling Shed where your child
will receive their weekly spellings and can play games and practice online. They will bring their logon details home with them so they can
practice.
th

Homework will be set for English and Maths on Friday 17 September and will be collected in the following Friday.
Topics this term
Science: Animals including humans – skeletons and movement
Humanities: Stone Age to Iron Age and settlements
RE: Hinduism
Design: Weaving & Textiles
Art: Cave painting

PSHE: Being Me in My World
Computing: Google Classroom
English: We will be reading and writing a selection of fiction and non-fiction texts
Maths: Place Value and Addition & Subtraction
The children will be celebrating Roald Dahl Day on Monday 13th September. Please come dressed wearing something yellow; this can
be a t-shirt, cardigan, shorts, socks or just a hair-bow. We will be taking part in lots of fun learning activities based on his life and his
characters.
We are all excited about the year ahead!

Mrs Walker and the Year 3 Team.

Year 4 Autumn Term
For those of you who are unsure of who we are or if you haven’t
had chance to speak to us:
Miss Grimwood – 4PG Year Group Lead
Mr Olalere– 4DO
Miss Djemil – 4ZD

Follow us on Twitter @National_Y4

Our brilliant support staff in Year 4 consists of: Mrs Dowsett, Mrs
Chappell & Mrs Vino

Welcome to the first term of the year for our year 4’s. We have an exciting curriculum get us back into
the swing of learning.
Here’s a rundown of the curriculum we will be covering from September until Christmas.
English: Recount and persuasion writing. We will have a collaborative reading system called PALS (Peer
Assisted Learning Strategies) where children will read texts within their reading ability. Teachers will also
have a class novel.
Maths: Place value, addition & subtraction, perimeter, multiplication & division
Humanities: Ancient Egyptians including Egyptian Day!

Science: (Disgusting) Digestion
PSHE: Being Me in My World
Computing: Creating simple Google documents and working collaboratively
French: All around town
PE: Football, swimming and fitness.
We do remind you that the children will need to have suitable bottoms, their house coloured T-shirt
and trainers for PE. A detailed message about swimming kit and arrival procedures will be sent via
Parentmail when your child’s class are scheduled to swim.

This year, Year 4 will have PE/Games and
homework on the following days:
PE: Monday

Maths, English and spellings homework
will be sent out on a Friday and will be
due in the following Friday.

Year 5 Autumn Term

Welcome to Year 5! The sun is shining, and the children have come back enthusiastic and full
of smiles.
We hope that you have all had a fantastic summer holiday, we’ve loved hearing all about the
children’s favourite moments.
Year 5 have all settled into their new classes and routines well,
we’ve been so proud of them. They are all looking very smart in
their winter uniforms. Please ensure that long hair is tied up.
This term we have some very exciting topics to kick off the year.

The Year 5 team this year are:
Miss Puckey 5HP – Year Group Lead
Mrs Thomas 5TT – Deputy Head
Miss Priestley 5RP

In Humanities we will be learning all about the Tudors. We will be planning a Tudor Day where the children can
immerse themselves in everything Tudor! We will be dressing up as part of the day, below are some links for ideas
to make a homemade costume.
https://forums.moneysavingexpert.com/discussion/4435241/i-need-to-make-a-tudors-costume
https://forums.moneysavingexpert.com/discussion/195373/tudor-costumes
MATHS: Our first two units are focussed on place value. This will include rounding numbers, negative numbers,
counting in 10s, 100s, 1,000s, and 10,000s and comparing and ordering numbers. Maths Shed is a fantastic and fun
way for children to practice these at home, as well as continuing to work on their timetables knowledge.
ENGLISH: We will be continuing to follow the IPEELL process. We will be introducing our Tudor murder mystery next week; we are all very excited. This will be the focus of our English lessons, with lots of discussions, writing and guessing!
SCIENCE: wW will be learning about materials and their properties. Our lessons will
include research, investigations and of course lots of practical experiments.
PSHE: Jigsaw topic this term is ‘being me in my world’. During this topic the children
will be setting themselves targets for themselves.
RE: Understanding Christianity: God. Within this, the children will explore Christian and Humanist views on their
beliefs in God. They will consider the importance of buildings, the Bible and music as part of the unit.
We have been blown away by the number of children who have already quizzed their reading books,
the competition is beginning between the children (and more so the teachers!) of which class will be
the first reader leaders of the year. Please encourage your child to read at home and to tell their teacher
when they need to quiz. Our class novel for this term is called ‘Spy Master’, which links wonderfully
into our Humanities topics of the Tudors. The book is set in Tudor England in the court of Henry VIII..
COMPUTING: We will be exploring computing systems and networks: Search engines.
FRENCH: We will be exploring the unit getting to Know You: Look What I Can Do!
We do remind you that the children will need to have shorts, their coloured T-shirt and plimsolls for indoor PE plus
jogging bottoms, a long-sleeved jacket/top and trainers for outdoor PE. All named please .
The days for PE or Games are on Tuesday this year and children are required to arrive in school wearing their PE
kit. If your child is unable to take part in PE/Games, please send them with a letter or inform the office as to the reasons.
Many thanks,
The Year 5 team

Year 6 Autumn Term

A very warm welcome to Year 6, both children and parents!
I hope you have enjoyed some normality in your summer break and are
ready for the incredible learning which is to take place this term in Year 6!
Year 6 have all settled in exceptionally well and look very smart in their winter uniforms. Please ensure you keep up this wonderful standard all year. It is our expectation.
This term our focus in our Topic work is Ancient
The Year 6 team this year are:
Greeks. We are already planning a Greek Day for
which we ask each child to have a large, plain white Mrs Scatchard – 6VS, Head of Year
T-shirt which they will design and make into their
Miss Gosling – 6HG
Greek costume in an art/DT lesson, so there is no
Mrs Goode– 6SG
need to go and buy an expensive costume. In SciMiss Hanbury – 6GH
ence we begin our learning with Light and then
Our support staff are:
move on to Electricity next half term. In RE we are Miss Cooper, Miss Green and Mrs Starbuck
looking at Creation, French we are visiting the town
and in Music we look forward to listening, composing and singing! For our Computing topic we are
looking at Computer systems and Networks. In our PSHE/Jigsaw curriculum we are visiting the topic of
‘Being Me in My World’. In our Maths we will continue to follow the Power Maths Units which incorporate a
variety of different strategies and reasoning skills. Our English curriculum continues to use the IPEEL focus of
writing, we look forward to engaging the children in a range of different writing genres- starting off with our
Greek Murder Mystery focusing on discussion.
We do remind you that the children will need to have shorts, their coloured T-shirt and plimsolls for indoor PE
plus jogging bottoms, a long sleeved jacket/top and trainers for outdoor PE. All named please
The days for PE or Games are on Thursday this year and children are required to arrive in school wearing their
PE kit. If your child is unable to take part in PE/Games, please send them with a letter or inform the office as to the reasons.

I thank you in advance for your support over the coming year with your child’s education. Year 6 is all about preparing your
child for Secondary School so that they are “Secondary Ready” – both in terms of their academic abilities and their social confidence.
We will be throughout the year ensuring that all children have high standards of;
*Learning (attainment and progress)
*Behaviour
*Attitude
Many thanks,
The year 6 team
Homework
All children will have a Maths and English 10 minute workout book for homework each week. The homework pages will
be set on a Friday to be completed for the following Friday.
Spellings will continued to be set on spelling shed. Each child will continue to use their log on and will need to practice their
spellings at home online. There are games to play to help learn the words and then a test to take within the week. If they are
unable to take the test at home we will have a club which they can attend to take the test. We will practice the spellings
within class as well.
11+ Reminder Dates
18th September 2021
(Verbal Reasoning)
25th September 2021
(Non-Verbal Reasoning)
If you are unsure of any of the
arrangements relating to
these tests, please see KGGS
and Kings School websites for
more details.

Key Stage 2 SATS 2020
Monday 9h May 2022– Thursday
12th May 2022
All pupils should be in school for
these Key Stage 2 tests. Further
details will be given throughout the
year about how to prepare fully for
them.

